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FROM THE CHAIRPERSON 

The changeable weather during winter has brought many 

challenges to the Dromana Foreshore.  

The Dromana Foreshore Commi+ee of Management (DFCOM) is 

the appointed body over the reserve and is responsible for a 

mul1tude of issues on the foreshore but not specifically for looking 

a4er the structure of boatshed buildings. Recently, the DFCOM has 

fulfilled its du1es by undertaking remedial works around affected 

boatsheds and beach access points to address the cyclic 

movement of sand a4er extreme winds and 1des.  Our Rangers, 

with the help of some boatshed owners and volunteers, have filled 

and deployed large numbers of hessian sandbags which, happily 

are working well to hold back erosion. (Please note that hessian 

sandbags are approved for use but plas1c ones are not) The 

Commi+ee has purchased several hundred more sandbags for 

immediate use if necessary and our Ranger and commi+ee 

members are con1nually monitoring the condi1ons.   

The DFCOM operates under the guidance of the Department of 

Environment Land Water and Planning. So when the Commi+ee 

makes any decisions concerning boatsheds and bathing boxes, we 

are enac1ng State Government policy.  

Any building or substan1al works (except pain1ng) MUST be 

approved by DFCOM – some1mes this may involve a further 

process of applying for Coastal Management Act Consent from 

DELWP, Planning and Building Permits from the Mornington 

Peninsula Shire.  It is par1cularly important that licensees check 

the exact dimensions of their building that appear on their specific 

license agreement BEFORE commencing any works so that there is 

NO increase in the dimension of decks, permanent steps or any 

other addi1ons whatsoever. Given vola1le sand movements, 

DFCOM is happy for licensees to have portable steps which can be 

stowed away inside their boat shed when the boat shed is not in 

use. A gentle reminder to all boatshed owners that they are 

responsible for the maintenance and general upkeep of their own 

boatsheds.    

There have been several occasions in the last year when boatshed 

owners have not kept their contact details up to date with the 

commi+ee and we have been unable to forward important 

informa1on – this is par1cularly problema1c when the issue is 

vandalism or a break in.  In your own interest, we urge owners to 

supply the Commi+ee secretary immediately with a current email 

address and a contact number, if you have not already done so, or 

with any changes of address etc.  

Un1l the DFCoM receives a transfer form with the a+ached fee, 

and same has been approved at a general commi+ee mee1ng, 

ownership of the boat shed will remain in the previous owner’s 

name.  When all appropriate documents have been received, 

monies deposited, transfer approved by commi+ee, the DFCoM 

will only then proceed to provide Mornington Peninsula Shire 

Council with the new owners’ details. 

 

Best Boatshed Award 

Each year the Commi+ee makes an award to the Best Boatshed on 

the foreshore. The winner of this award receives their public 

liability insurance paid by the Commi+ee. The winner for 2018/19 

is Boatshed 11 Kennedy & Boyle families. Congratula1ons! 

Waste and li+er (from local ci1zens and from holiday makers during 

the peak season) is a constant challenge to the upkeep of the 

Dromana Foreshore.  It is unfortunate that a propor1on of the 

popula1on s1ll lack any sense of responsibility when it comes to the 

rubbish they produce, however, we are lucky to have diligent Rangers 

who keep the problem in check as much as possible. We also know 

that in our community there are a substan1al number of people who 

walk the Bay Trail and collect rubbish as they go and while their 

efforts are unpaid, they do not go unno1ced. Dromana Foreshore 

users may have no1ced that Arcto, the semi-resident Australian Fur 

Seal, has not been seen for some 1me on any beaches in the area. 

Hopefully he has finally gone to find a mate in his colony in the bay or 

further afield. This means that for the foreseeable future the fitness 

sta1on is open and there will be no cordoned-off areas nearby on the 

beach or adjacent to boatsheds. We hope you all con1nue to enjoy 

our beau1ful Dromana Foreshore with its unique flora and fauna, as 

spring takes hold and we head towards the summer months. 

. 



Asbestos Free Dromana Foreshore 

Condi1on reports for the past two years may have noted the presence of 

asbestos in your boatshed. The policy of the Foreshore Commi+ee is to 

have all asbestos removed from the foreshore before licences are 

renewed in July 2022.  When  the asbestos is  removed, for the safety of 

you and the public, it is best to use a professionally qualified contractor. 

Most public liability insurance policies do not cover for any claim or injury 

to anyone rela1ng in any way to any form of asbestos in, or under your 

shed. 

 

Bench Seat/Table Policy 

Due to increasing demand for Donated memorial Benches on the 

Foreshore and the limited availability of suitable loca1ons, the Commi+ee 

felt it necessary to regulate and set out guidelines for exis1ng and  future 

memorial benches.  There is an ongoing budgeted cost to install, 

maintain, repair, and landscape which the Commi+ee will guarantee for 

ten years.  The current fee, including purchase and installa1on will be 

$5000.  This will be reviewed a4er ten years and if we have lost contact 

with the donor, the bench site will be made available to new donors. 

Full policy  on request or view on our website. 

Latrobe Reserve 

We are slowly restoring the Reserve to resemble the natural state before 

European se+lement. Unfortunately, plant assessments were not carried 

out un1l the last 20 years. Local knowledge is helpful, and we would be 

interested to hear from anybody who has informa1on on this topic. 

We have a group of volunteer workers who are working on specific areas. 

However, it is a sizeable reserve and will take many years to restore. We 

have concentrated our efforts in the best preserved areas and are 

spreading out from there to link these areas. Anybody who wants to help 

are welcome. If you wish to do so, ring Michael, our ranger. 

Unfortunately, the run of dry years has taken its toll on the ferns in the 

gullies. They were fed by springs, which were probably cut off when the 

freeway was constructed. We are restoring the gu+er alongside the 

Nepean Highway. This is a slow process, but the results are encouraging. 

Several indigenous water plants have been reintroduced from other 

nearby wetlands. The increasing frog popula1ons are a tes1mony to our 

success. Walkers along the lower path will be aware that we re trying to 

eradicate the kikuyu grass. We are replan1ng with na1ve grasses, but this 

will take some years.  

Damage to the reserve is s1ll occurring. However, we are making 

progress in this ma+er. If anybody is aware of trees being illegally cut, we 

would ask you to let or ranger know. The reserve belongs to us all and not 

to those who seek to damage it. 

Vegeta(on Dromana Foreshore 

Our aim for the Foreshore is to maintain as much of the original vegeta1on 

as possible but allow for public access and use as well. Whilst we do have 

the odd objec1ons about vegeta1on, the general view of the public is 

overwhelmingly posi1ve.  

We are con1nuing our program of replacing invasive and non-indigenous 

plants with more appropriate local indigenous plants. As a result of this, 

there will be small gaps in the vegeta1on, which will be replanted during 

the winter/spring months. There are a few areas which have been 

damaged by people accessing the beach through bushland rather than the 

designated paths. These areas have been fenced off as the denuded parts 

are o4en on old sand dunes. Hence wave erosion is far more pronounced 

as a result. This can be seen especially at the extreme east of the reserve. 

Inten1onal damage to vegeta1on is a problem from 1me to 1me. We do 

request people to remember that damage to vegeta1on on Crown land is 

forbidden. Local residents assist us with controlling this as we all share this 

reserve. 

We have paths for public access, which are usable by all age groups. 

However, erosion can some1mes cause temporary damage.  We do not 

necessarily repair such areas as the changing nature of the coastline will 

restore the sand within a short period. We do not want to use concrete 

steps in these areas. In fact, the State Government department specifically 

requests that concrete is not used on the Foreshore. 

There are several programs that have been in progress in 2017/18.  We 

have been spraying cape weed in the winter and spring to try an eradicate 

this highly invasive South African plant. The worst areas are in the caravan 

area and the picnic areas. So far, our results have been paying off. We 

intend to con1nue for this year and next to master this problem. 

Unfortunately, adjoining areas of Council controlled land is a source of 

reinvasion. 

Our exercise sta1on has been reopened, as it appears that our resident 

seal has decided to go elsewhere. If he returns, we will have to reconsider 

our ac1ons. James our seal protector has done a great job. We thank him 

for his dedica1on. 

This year, storm damage to the trees on the Foreshore has been minimal. 

This is almost certainly due to the program we have in place to trim or 

remove dangerous trees. There is an annual assessment done every year 

to monitor and tag all trees that need to be watched. However, in spite of 

all precau1ons, some trees will unexpectedly collapse. 

Caravan Park 

The DFCoM have a wish list of works they wold like to undertake within the Caravan Park however these works need to fit in with other works 

required on the Foreshore Reserve and in light of limited funding availability they will o4en take some 1me to implement. Items on our works program 

include 

  

            The provision of fire hoses and reels throughout the park – the CFA have advised that this is a priority in order to maintain our  

            Caravan Park registra1on. 

            Refurbishment/reconstruc1on of our facility infrastructure. 

            Provision of waste drainage to each site to allow for collec1on of waste water (but not shower or toilet waste) 

  

In light of persistent problems with cyclists riding within the Caravan Park the DFCoM will be trialling a system of swing gates at two chicanes. If 

successful, this method may be extended to other areas of the Park. During the year we did correspond with all campers regarding the need for  

co-opera1on and pa1ence with respect to car parking arrangements and we would like to re-iterate that the DFCoM see this as a necessary 

requirement to con1nue using the Caravan Park. In addi1on, it is impera1ve that all campers manage their own waste from both set up and 

disassembly as our waste removal services are only provided with respect to normal domes1c household waste. 

  

The DFCoM look forward to welcoming all our campers to the beau1ful Dromana Foreshore for another enjoyable season. 


